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shortly afterwards ; as, in the Letters Patent creating the manor of Killough, granted to Sir Robert 
"Ward, Knt., .dated 29th May, 1671, we find the lands of " Ckmgher" included in the grant. But. 
although there were no native proprietors for the last two centuries, the rural population was exten- 
sively Irish, continuing so to the present day ; thus proving the correctness of the theory, that, in the 
country districts, the population is, or rather was, averse to migration, while, in towns, it was ever 
changing. A very slight examination of the Tithe Book previously referred to, in conjunction 
with the Rental of the Cromwell estate in 1708, (then comprising the town of Downpatriek and a- 
about 70 different denominations,) shews at once that, whilst not more than seven or eight of the fa- 
milies resident in Downpatriek now remain, the same names and families which resided throughout the 
Barony are still to be found in the same identical localities. The principal Irish families now inhabi- 
ting the territory, which we wish to state as nearly as possible according to their relative numbers, are the 
M°Keatins, Hynds, Maglenons, (in other parts of Ireland this family have dropped the Mac, and are 
simply Glennon,) Hannets, (who have Scotticized their name to Hanna,) Connors, Magreevys, Taggarts, 
MsConveys, Crangles, McKearneys, (who latterly have dropped the Mac.) Killens, M°Ilmeals, and 
McOumuskeys, (Mae Cnmuscagh), a name which we have found in no other part of Ireland with the Mac 
prefixed, excepting Dublin, and there they are natives of Downpatriek. This name, Cumuscagh, was 
frequent amongst the Picts, or Cruithnians, who, at an early period, made Lecale one of their habitats ; 
the townland, Ballytrostem, being derived from Trostem the Druid who accompanied the first of the 
Cruithenians who settled in Ireland. Another name, Curoe, common in Lecale, is also we believe pe- 
culiar to it, as we have not found it elsewhere, but whether of Pictish or Milesian origin is uncertain. 

J. W. H. 



ADDITIONAL NOTE ON THE " EARLDOM AND BARONS 0E tJISTEE."* 



Since the above article was written, the writer found, on examining Lodge's Peerage, by Arehdall, 
(vol. vi. p. 143,) that the Writ 6 King John, alluded to page 41, as not being in Lynch, was given by 
Lodge under the title " Kingsale." — It is there stated that Philip Augustus of France having disputed 
with John as to the Duchy of Normandy, the decision was referred to a single combat between two 
champions ; that John selected De Courcy as his, and thereupon demanded him of his Barons of Ulster 
by the following writ : — , 

" Rex omnibus Baronibus de Ultonia, &c. qui juraverunt et Obsides dederunt pro Johanne de 
Curcy, Salutem, Mandamus vobis et vos districte summonemus, quatenus venire faciatis Dominum 
vestrum Johannem de Curcy in Servitium nostrum, unde jurastis et Obsides vestros nobis tradidistis, 

. • See the article on this subject in our last Number, Ed. 
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aicut eosdem Obsideg et Feoda, vestra diligitis ; scientes, quod nisi venerit in Servitium nostrum infra 
terminum, qui ei inde a Justioiario nostro statute fnit, Nos ad Obsides vestros, et ad Beoda Testra 
nos capiemus. Et in hujus Eei, &o. Teste Domino Norwieensi apud Greitinton primo die Septem- 
bris." 

Hishostages were, " "Milo filius Johannis de Curcy, Juvenis, et Bobinus, Alius Willielmi Salvage, 
liberantur Roberto da Veteri-Ponte in custodia Johannes de Curcy, filius Rogeri de Oestria, libera- 
tor Willielmo Briwer. Walekinus, filius Augustini de Ridall, liberatur Willielmo Botercll, Vice- 
coraiti Coinubias. Petrus, filius Willielmi Hacket, liberatur Beginal de Clifton, eonstabularis de 
Punster. Alexander, filius "Willielmi Sarazin, liberatur "Willielmo de Blunvill, Constabulario do Corf. 
Johannes, filius AdaJ Camcraxii, et Job annes, filius Richardi filii Boberti, liberantur Ilugoni de Novil. '' 

And upon their assent to send him to the King, he grants him a safe conduct j 13 "Box, &c. Omni- 
bus, &c. Salutem. Sciatis quod concessimus salvum et gecurum Conductum Johanni de Curcy et 
suis, quoB secuni duxerit, in vcniendo ad Nos, et in redenndo, usque ad medium, Quadragesirnaa Anno, 
&c. VI. Et in hoc Rei, &c. Teste meipso apud Brehill sxto, die Octobris." 



THE OGEAM INSCRIPTIONS, f 



With very great interest have I perused the Essay, by Mr. Windele, on the Ogham inscriptions, in 
the Ulster Journal of Archaeology. 

Many years ago, I gave a good deal of attention to the interpretation of these inscriptions. The 
investigations of Br. Young upon the Egyptian inscriptions kindled a zeal within me to do something 
for the elucidation of the native monuments of Ireland ; but I pursued the subject under the two dis- 
advantages, first, of knowing nothing of the Celtic language except what any one may pick oiit of a 
grammar and dictionary : — and secondly, of having very few transcripts' on which to work, and even 
these not always to be relied on as exact copies of the originals. The difficulties and perplexities, 
which beset the study nearly thirty years ago, were so great, that I came at last reluctantly to tho 
conclusion that the case was hopeless ; and felt inclined to conjecture that the Ogham was not pro- 
perly an alphabetical mode of writing at all ; but rather a kind of arbitrary notation, like the nick- 
sticks, not many years ago, used by our peasants, and the farmers who employed them as labourers, 
in our own country, as records of the days' works performed and tho wages due ; — -tho tallies of the 
Exchequer, which wore slips of wood with notches, by means of which the accounts of tho national income 
and expenditure were kept, until some time sinco the commencement of the present century : — the 
knotted cords of the South Sea islanders ; — the quipos of the Peruvians, of which G-arcillaso Inea de la 

a In eodoni Rotalo, M. 1 mo, Dorso. b In oodom Hot, St. 7 facie, 

t The three following communications have been sent to us in reference to Mr Wmdclo's paper on Oghnms, which, 
appeared in our last number.— Ed, 



